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http://www.leeds.ac.uk/
https://www.worldcampus.psu.edu/cgi-bin/WebObjects/OnlineCatalog.woa/7/wo/El3ByOVDF4FputGob9dhw0/0.0.9.1
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Necessary history…
Well-established Penn State GIS Masters 
programme through World Campus
Leeds-Southampton online GIS Masters 
programme with UKeU funding
Demise of UKeU: opportunity to pick up WUN 
GIS discussions and work with Penn State 
Collaboration underpinned by involvement in 
DialogPLUS project (Leeds, Southampton, Penn 
State, UCSB) – additional funding for geography 
teaching
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What is GIS?
Geographical information systems/science
Computer-based systems for the 
management and analysis of spatially 
referenced information

Business and service planning
Environmental management
Health care management
Census analysis
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SouthamptonLeeds
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Penn State
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SouthamptonLeeds

Penn State
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SouthamptonLeeds

Penn State

GIS for Analysis of HealthGIS Programming and 
Customization
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Challenges

Learning design issues
Registration and contractual
Which VLE to use?
Alternative delivery models
Different assessment regimes
Student access to resources
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Learning design
Each current module developed for own Masters 
programmes
Good fit to prerequisites and course structure 
but some adaptation required
Modify student hours, assessment regime
Learning objects structure inherited from UKeU
with high independence; ‘sacrificial objects’ 
sacrificed and recreated for UK-US delivery
Html objects; Flash presentations; activities –
GIS, reflective, literature etc.
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Example structure (GAH)
Units (8):Learning objects (~65)   :   Files (N)

Unit 2: 
Spatial 
Aspects 
of health 
analysis

www exercise

Flash slides

Html text

Images

GIS zip

Shapefiles

PDF
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Registration and contractual

Leeds-Southampton and Leeds-
Southampton-Penn State collaborative 
agreements; consortium agreement for 
DialogPLUS
Student remains with own institution
Student pays own institution
Conform to UK QAA requirements
Much easier to transfer UK to USA than 
USA to UK
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Which VLE to use?
Leeds-Southampton modules currently delivered 
through Leeds’ Bodington VLE
Southampton institutional VLE is Blackboard, but 
modules constructed within Moodle
Penn State World Campus modules delivered 
through Angel
Penn State students already registered and 
familiar with Angel
Which VLE to use?
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Alternative delivery models

Relocate students, tutors or content?
Solution (from Penn State): deliver through 
student VLE with remote tutor and content
Current delivery of Leeds-Southampton modules 
in Leeds’ Bodington VLE
First module with Leeds/Southampton students 
in Angel

using Shibboleth, running now
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Different assessment regimes
Leeds-Southampton broadly comparable models
Penn State submission model: online portfolios
Transatlantic differences in student expectations 
of assessment and marking
UK courses: more discursive, less procedural
Use marks equivalence table developed from 
Leeds-Southampton-Penn State negotiation
Use Penn State/DialogPLUS evaluation tools
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Student access to resources
Adaptation of practical exercises to different GIS 
software where necessary
Students have own GIS software
Data for activities attached to objects
UK institutions: comparable resources, Athens
Online references favour open-source 
All subscription journal items identified and 
checked for Transatlantic exchange
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First results
68 students enrolled, mostly in Leeds
Second Southampton deliveries, first Penn State 
deliveries Fall 05
Positive feedback from staff and students
Adaptation of learning and assessment 
expectations
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Interim conclusions
Robustness of (ex-UKeU) learning object model 
to repurposing
Viability of remote tutoring and ex-VLE content: 
but we need discussion sharing tools?
Organizational barriers to e-learning collaboration 
are bigger than technical ones
WUN global GIS academy?  Research methods?
Online collaborations involve real people working 
together…
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